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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent oxide loss which is caused by rough density of 
plugs, when metal plugs are formed by using a chemical mechanical polishing(CMP) 
method. 

SOLUTION: An MISFET Qn is formed on the main surface of a semiconductor 
substrate I. After a silicon oxide film covering the MISFET Qn is deposited, the silicon 
oxide is polished by using a CMP method, and a flat interlayer insulating film 7 is 
formed. A silicon nitride film 13 of 50 nm thickness is deposited on the interlayer 
insulating film 7, connecting holes 8 are opened, and a titanium nitride film 9a and a 
tungsten film 9b with which the connecting holes 8 are filled are deposited. After that, 
the titanium nitride film 9a and the tungsten film 9b are polished by using the CMP 
method, and metal plugs 9 are formed in the connecting holes 8. 
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(Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 11-204520) 

[0050] First, a semiconductor substrate 1, in which p-type 
impurities are introduced in low concentration, is provided, 
and, subsequent to the formation of shallow trenches 2b, 
isolation regions 2 are formed (Fig. 2) . The shallow trenches 
2b are formed by patterning a main surface of the semiconductor 
substrate 1 by means of photolithography and anisotropic 
etching. The isolation regions 2 are formed by depositing a 
silicon oxide film all over the semiconductor substrate 1 having 
the shallow trenches 2b, and by polishing the silicon oxide film 
by means of CMP so as to remove the silicon oxide film deposited 
on the semiconductor substrate 1 such that only the silicon 
oxide film is remained inside the shallow trenches 2b. 
[0051] The silicon oxide film may be formed by means of, for 
example, thermal CVD using TEOS. In order to remove etching 
damage caused when the shallow trenches 2b are formed, a thin 
silicon oxide film may be formed before the silicon oxide film 
is deposited. Additionally, a silicon nitride film may be 
formed on a surface of the semiconductor substrate 1 except for 
the shallow trenches 2b so as to be a stopper film used when 
the silicon oxide film is subjected to CMP. 

[0052] Next, a MISFET Qn is formed on the main surface of the 
semiconductor substrate (Fig. 3) . The MISFET Qn is formed by 
depositing a silicon oxide film which is to be a gate insulating 
film 3 on the main surface of the semiconductor substrate 1 by 
means of, for example, thermal CVD, by depositing a 
polycrystalline silicon film which is to be gate electrodes 4, 
and by subsequently patterning the silicon oxide film and the 
polycrystalline silicon film so as to form the gate insulating 
film 3 and the gate electrodes 4. In order to lower resistance 
of the polycrystalline silicon film, impurities are introduced 
thereinto in high concentration. Then, sidewall spacers 6 are 
formed by, for example, depositing a silicon nitride film all 
over the semiconductor substrate 1, and by performing 
anisotropic etching such that only the silicon nitride film is 
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remained on side surfaces of the gate electrodes 4. Then, 
impurity semiconductor regions 5 are formed by introducing ions 
of n-type impurities such as phosphorus (P) and arsenic (As) 
in a self -aligning manner, using the gate electrodes 4 and the 
sidewall spacers 6 as a mask. It is to be understood that a 
photo resist film used in the above-described process can also 
be used as a mask so as to cover regions in which no impurities 
are formed. Further, metal silicide films 4a and 5a are formed 
on top surfaces of the gate electrodes 4 and top surfaces of 
the impurity semiconductor regions 5, respectively, by 
depositing a tungsten film all over the semiconductor substrate 
1 and performing a heat treatment . In this case, while tungsten 
silicide is used as an example of the metal silicide films, the 
metal silicide film may be silicide of titanium (Ti) or cobalt 
(Co) . Thus, the MISFET Qn shown in Fig. 3 is formed. 
[0053] Next, an interlayer dielectric film 7 covering the MISFET 
Qn is formed (Fig. 4). The interlayer dielectric film 7 is 
formed by thickly depositing a silicon oxide film by means of, 
for example, CVD using TEOS, and by polishing the silicon oxide 
film by means of CMP to planarize the silicon oxide film. 
Therefore, surface flatness of the interlayer dielectric film 
7 is guaranteed. Film thickness of the interlayer dielectric 
film 7 may be approximately lOOOnm. 

[0054] Next, a silicon nitride film 13 is deposited on a top 
surface of the interlayer dielectric film 7 (Fig. 5). The 
silicon nitride film 13 may be deposited by means of plasma CVD 
or sputtering. As described below, the silicon nitride film 
13 functions as a stopper film used when polishing is performed 
by means of CMP. The film thickness of the silicon nitride film 
13 may be 50nm. 

[0055] Next, via holes 8 are formed by performing anisotropic 
etching for the silicon nitride film 13 and the interlayer 
dielectric film 7, using a photo resist film as a mask (Fig. 
6) . The via holes 8 are formed such that the impurity 
semiconductor regions 5 (the metal silicide film 5a) provided 
on the main surface of the semiconductor substrate 1 are 
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exposed . 

[0056] Next, a titanium nitride film 9a is deposited as a barrier 
film, and further, a tungsten film 9b is deposited (Fig. 7). 
The titanium nitride film 9a may be deposited by means of 
sputtering or CVD. The tungsten film 9b may be deposited by 
means of, for example, blanket tungsten CVD. As shown in Fig. 
7, the tungsten film 9b completely fills the via holes 8. 
[0057] Next, metal plugs 9 are formed by removing, by means of 
CMP, the tungsten film 9b and the titanium nitride film 9a 
deposited on the silicon nitride film 13 except for portions 
of the via holes 8 (Fig. 8) . In this case, the silicon nitride 
film 13 functions as a stopper against CMP polishing, since a 
polishing rate of the silicon nitride film 13 is equal to or 
lower than one fifth of the polishing rate of the tungsten film 
9b or that of the titanium nitride film 9a . Thus , the inter layer 
dielectric film 7, which is provided below the silicon nitride 
film 13, is not polished, and therefore, the film thickness of 
the interlayer dielectric film 7 and heights of the metal plugs 
9 can remain equal, regardless of whether the metal plugs 9 are 
provided in a dense manner or in a sparse manner. 
[0058] With reference to Figs. 10, the above state will be 
described. Fig. 10 (a) is a diagram showing a cross section 
of the interlayer dielectric film 7 and the metal plugs 9 
provided after polishing is performed by means of CMP in a case 
where the present invention is applied, and Fig. 10 (b) is a 
diagram showing a cross section thereof in a case where the 
present invention is not applied, for comparison. In each of 
Figs. 10 (a) and (b) , the left-hand region shows a region in 
which the metal plugs 9 are formed in a dense manner and the 
right-hand region shows a region in which the metal plugs 9 are 
formed in a sparse manner. As shown in Fig. 10 (a) , in the case 
where the present invention is applied such that the silicon 
nitride film 13 is formed so as to function as a stopper film, 
the silicon nitride film 13 remains due to its slow polishing 
rate when CMP is completed (i.e. , when the tungsten film 9b and 
the titanium nitride film 9a deposited on the silicon nitride 
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film 13 are completely removed) . The silicon nitride film 13 
as described above remains, regardless of whether the metal 
plugs 9 are provided in a dense manner or in a sparse manner. 
In contrast, in the case where the silicon nitride film 13 is 
not formed, the metal plugs 9 provided in a dense manner in the 
left-hand region are overpolished so that flatness thereof 
cannot be maintained. Therefore, the heights of the metal plugs 
9 and the film thickness of the interlayer dielectric film 7 
cannot remain equal. Since the CMP polishing rate of tungsten 
or titanium nitride is higher than that of a silicon oxide film, 
an average polishing rate of the region (the left-hand region) 
in which the metal plugs are formed in a dense manner is high, 
and therefore is higher than that of the region (the right-hand 
region) in which the metal plugs are formed in a sparse manner. 
Thus, the above-described overpolishing occurs. Concavity 
formed by the above-described overpolishing is observed as 
so-called oxide loss. 

[0059] Thus, according to the present embodiment using the 
silicon nitride film 13 to which the present invention is 
applied, the heights of the metal plugs 9 can be equal (the same) 
in the whole semiconductor substrate 1. 
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